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indexed. Not illustrated. 1854 Excerpt: . . . that a stiff finger
results after an operation. This is very likely to happen if disease
has been the cause of amputation, but may result from the
inflammation consequent upon injury or amputation; this
complication would create an important difference; a
completely stiff finger is a serious obstacle and ought to cause
unfitness in a recruit, as being not only useless but in the way,
materially interfering with the appliances of the hand.
Contracted fingers are altogether objectionable; they unfit a
man in nearly every relation to his duty, weakening the hand,
causing awkwardness, and impeding him almost universally. I
am aware that the fingers enumerated as admitting of
amputation the flexor tendons. Did this affection not produce
very great contraction it might escape detection, under a
cursory examination; yet it should always disqualify, since it
usually ends in the complete contraction of the finger or...
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