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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Measuring Tools While every mechanic makes use of
the standards of length every day, and uses tools graduated according to accepted standards when performing
even the smallest operation in the shop, there are comparatively few who know the history of the development
of the standard measurements of length, or are familiar with the methods employed in transferring the
measurements from the reference standard to the working standards. We shall therefore here give a short
review of the history and development of standard measurements of length, as abstracted from a paper read
by Mr. W. A. Viall before the Providence Association of Mechanical Engineers. Origin of Standard Measurements.
By examining the ruins of the ancients it has been found that they had standard measurements, not in the
sense in which we are now to consider them, but the ruins show that the buildings were built according to some
regular unit. In many, if not all, cases the unit seems to be some part of the human body or its parts. The foot, it
is thought, first appeared in Greece, and the standard was traditionally said to have been received from the
foot of Hercules, and a later tradition has it that Charlemagne established the measurement of his own foot as
the standard for his country. Standards Previous to 1800. In England, prior to the conquest, the yard measured,
according to later investigations, 39.6 inches, but it was reduced by Henry I in 1101, to compare with the
measurement of his own arm. In 1324, under Edward II, it was enacted that the inch shall have length of three
barley corns, round and dry, laid end to...
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