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17: From the Passing of the Constitutional Act of 1791 to the Close of the Reverend Doctor Ryerson s
Administration of the Education Department in 1876 During the years 1860-1863, two educational subjects
absorbed a large share of public attention, and led to a good deal of discussion both in the Legislature and in
the public press. The more important of these subjects was that dealing with the constitution and
administration of the University of Toronto, and its alleged extravagant expenditure of the University
Endowment, The agitation on these subjects, which commenced in 1860, culminated in 1863, in regard to
Separate Schools, in the passage of a comprehensive measure, restoring certain Rights to the Supporters of
these Schools, - the main principles of which were afterwards embodied in the Confederation Act of 1867. The
University Question, being a much more difficult subject to deal with, was first referred to a Select Committee of
the House of Assembly, which, not being able to agree upon a Report, the Government commissioned three
persons, representing the three Universities of Toronto, Victoria and Queen s, to inquire fully into the whole
question, and report to it the result of their investigations. In the comprehensive Report of the Commissioners,
they recommended that each of the outlying Colleges and University College be affiliated to the University of
Toronto, - henceforth to be known as the University of Upper Canada, - that a general University Board be
constituted, consisting of members of the University and of each of the affiliated Colleges, which Board should
agree upon an enlarged Curriculum and should fix the terms and...
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