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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The author looks at Africa at the end of the twentieth century and
the challenges the continent faces in the twentieth-first in terms of development, governance and conflict
resolution. The author also re-examines the concepts of sovereignty and the nation-state and their relevance to
Africa and proposes restructuring the modern African state to reflect African realities and accommodate
conflicting interests - political, regional and ethnic, among others - to achieve and maintain peace and stability
in the quest for development. He also looks at the highly centralised state and whether or not federalism -
redefined to suit African conditions and incorporating traditional institutions of governance - provides a better
alternative to centralised authority so typical of most countries across the continent. He proposes a new form
of federalism which addresses problems arising from ethnicity and regionalism. He also contends that there is
an imperative need for Africans to return to their roots in order to revive and use their traditional institutions
and indigenous knowledge to achieve peace, justice, stability and progress in the 21st century instead of relying
on imported ideologies which have done more harm than good to Africa and are not even modified to suit
African conditions. Botswana stands out in that regard. It has used its traditional institutions very well, such as
kgotla, in resolving conflicts and making community decisions on other matters on consensus basis. As the
Tswana say, the highest form of war is dialogue. The author also looks at devolution as a means to achieve true
democracy and as a tool in conflict management and resolution in countries where some groups, especially
ethnoregional, feel they are marginalised by the central...
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