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the hero; but in all that is really essential the true completion of
Contarini, as of Vivian G-rey before it, and of Coningsby and
Tancred later, is Disraeli s own career. On nearly every page of
Contarini the reader who knows Disraeli will find him lifting the
veil that hides his own personality. Sometimes in those smaller
touches that reveal his tastes and habits: his unaffected joys in
woods and trees-- I began to long to be a woodman, to pass a
quiet, and contemplative, and virtuous life, amid the deep
silence and beautiful scenery of forests ; his love of women s
society-- For a long time, I could not detect the reason why I was
so charmed with Egyptian life. At last I recollected that I had
recurred, after a long estrangement, to the cheerful influence of
women ; the incidents...
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