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indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: the nation. All are subject to the established laws and to the authorities,
which they obey without opposition. If there is anything to accuse them of, it is not certainly their intervention in
politics, but rather their indifference, and of which they might be pardoned, looking at the peculiar state of the
country, as already described. From what we have stated, it is easily deducible that the defect is not in the
people, but in the governors, who, counting, as occurs in very few countries, with an almost absolute dominion
over the masses, have not known how to give these a proper direction. It would appear that none of the
governors have understood their true mission or the wants of the country, for the greater number of their acts
have only tended to disorganize the moral and economical order of things. Our congresses have pretended to
improve the situation by means of magnificent constitutions and laws, which have never been obeyed, because
the first who have violated them have been the legislators who made them. Here, then, is why we have had so
many laws and constitutions, until the whole have sunk into discredit, it being indifferent to the country whether
those who command do so in the name of the constitution or in their own name, because in both cases there is
the same arbitrariness, and our republican governments, in name, have been the most absolute. There
remains, then, only one class, that neither pays...
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