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want my supper, said Johnny. Mother laid aside her work, and, from the low window where she sat, looked
anxiously down the street. Don t wait, mother; | know he isn t coming, and | am so hungry! pleaded the child.
She rose from her seat without saying a word. It was one of her hard days, and she looked so pale and sad, as
she went about getting supper, that it made my heart ache. We had finished eating when father came in.
Mother did not raise her eyes; but | was glad to see that he was sober. You might have waited for me, he said, as
he took the cup of tea she offered. You know | hate to eat my victuals alone. We wait a great many nights for
you, and you don t come, said my little brother. | thought Johnny would get a sharp answer for this; but father
laughed, and said, Well, never mind, Johnny; | am coming home to supper every night now. And, Martha, don t
look so glum. | have my old place in the shop again, and | mean to keep it this time. Till you earn enough for
another spree, said my mother without looking up. O mother | | said. | tell you, | mean to keep it! he repeated,
without seeming to notice what she said. | can have steady work all winter, and Lizzie shall go to school another
quarter, and Johnny shall have his skates, and we [l have the old times back again. Hey, wife? 1 don t...
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