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skills and behavior be improved? What medications are available? What are the educational options? Can
autism be outgrown? Can adults with autism live independent lives? How do families learn to cope? What hope
does research offer? Famous People with Autism Isolated in worlds of their own, people with autism appear
indifferent and remote and are unable to form emotional bonds with others. Although people with this baffling
brain disorder can display a wide range of symptoms and disability, many are incapable of understanding
other people s thoughts, feelings, and needs. Often, language and intelligence fail to develop fully, making
communication and social relationships difficult. Many people with autism engage in repetitive activities, like
rocking or banging their heads, or rigidly following familiar patterns in their everyday routines. Some are
painfully sensitive to sound, touch, sight, or smell. Children with autism do not follow the typical patterns of
child development. In some children, hints of future problems may be apparent from birth. In most cases, the
problems become more noticeable as the child slips farther behind other children the same age. Other children
start off well enough. But between 18 and 36 months old, they suddenly reject people, act strangely, and lose
language and social skills they had already acquired. As a parent, teacher, or caregiver you may know the...
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